
14374 BENEDICTINE LANE
PO BOX 996

RIDGELY, MD 21660

MARTINSHOUSEANDBARN.ORG

Poverty is not a choice. We show 
compassion and respect for all our 
clients as they struggle with challenging 
situations and realities.

FAMILY SHELTER AT THE HOUSE

• Is open year round and staffed 24/7 
to provide safe emergency housing to 
families suffering from homelessness

• Provides private bedrooms, shared 
kitchen and living space as well as 
any needed articles including food, 
clothing, and personal hygiene items

• Offers individualized case management 
and referrals

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION

• Helps families sustain permanent 
housing

• Prevents eviction and utility cutoffs

FOOD PANTRY AND THRIFT 
STORE AT THE BARN

• Distributes more than ten tons of food 
providing 16,000 meals each month

• Opens four days per week

• Serves 250 families per month, 55 
percent of whom report having full-time 
work yet fall under the poverty level of 
$26,200 for a family of four

• Provides clothing, furniture, and 
household items to help local families  
in need

OUR WORK would not be possible 
without the generosity of thousands of 
friends throughout the Eastern Shore.

For more information on how  
you can help families in need,

Please visit

MARTINSHOUSEANDBARN.ORG  
or call 410-634-2537 ext. 102

United Way of the 
Greater Chippewa Valley 
Community Partner

Kent and Caroline Counties



WHO WE ARE
Founded in 1983 as St. Martin’s Barn 
by the Benedictine Sisters of Ridgely, 
Maryland, Martin’s House & Barn 
provides a safety net for individuals and 
families needing special support during 
difficult times in their lives.

A non-denominational non-profit that 
has served the poor and homeless on 
the Eastern Shore for almost 40 years, 
Martin’s House & Barn not only provides 
essential shelter, food, and clothing  
to those in need, but also helps clients  
find resources to overcome barriers to 
self-sufficiency. 

Martin’s House & Barn honors St. Martin 
de Porres, a Peruvian monk born of a 
slave in 1579 in Lima and known for 
his values of racial harmony, humility, 
unremitting care and concern for the 
poor, children and the sick.

Offering a Family Shelter, an Emergency 
Food Pantry, a Thrift Shop, and 
Homelessness Prevention Services, 
Martin’s House & Barn has transformed 
thousands of lives.

What We Do
Martin’s House & Barn provides an 
array of services through a single point 
of entry with a dignified approach to 
address immediate and long-term needs 
on a four-acre rural complex.

The Family Shelter in Martin’s House 
provides a safe haven for families 
struggling with homelessness.

The Food Pantry is located in the Barn 
and supported by local businesses, 
farms, caring donors, and the Maryland 
Food Bank.

Regular programming during Food 
Pantry hours allows clients to access 
information on community services, 
health information, educational 
opportunities, and life skills classes. 

VISION
A community without homelessness,  
hunger and poverty.

MARTIN’S HOUSE & BARN COMPLEX

The Thrift Shop, also located in the 
Barn, offers quality clothing and 
household items.

Our Homelessness Prevention Services 
focuses on a “Housing First” approach 
to help community clients avoid eviction 
and shelter clients to quickly get into 
their own housing. Case management 
helps clients determine obstacles, make  
a plan and navigate available sources.

MISSION
To help meet basic human needs.


